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President Kennedy moments s, -

before the assassination 2 P ¥ What do these dates have in common: December 7, 1941, November

22,1963, September 11, 2001? They are all dates of events which
everybody in the United States will always remember. Unfortunately they
were tragedies — the attack on Pearl Harbor, the assassination of President
Kennedy, and the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York.
' These are dates that we remember in the United States. In your culture or
; country the dates and events will be different and those above may be less
memorable — after all much of the rest of the world had been at war for
A piece of the fselage of United g several years before December 1941, and many other countries have

Flight 93 on Sept. 11, 2001 2 s suffered major terrorist attacks. Think about the important dates in your
N i history and why you remember them.

What about July 20, 1969? Do you know that date? It’s the day that the
first man walked on the moon. That was a more glorious day in history but
perhaps not as well remembered. Why? Psychologically, we tend to
remember the bad things more than the good. Remembering the bad can
cause us pain or sense of loss, but we continue to remember.

It is the same with serious process events. Next month, it will be 5
years since the explosion at a refinery in Texas City, Texas, which killed
15 people and injured 180. There are dates in every company’s history that
are remembered for serious events. Is there a ceremony to reflect on their
anniversary? Probably not, but they are as important as the release of the
most successful products. Remembering them can be a painful experience,
especially for those who lost close friends and coworkers, but we must

_ _ . \g’,} remember so we can work to make sure these tragedies never happen
Texas Clty_L_g_lery exI03|n i, S again.
Do you know? What can you do?
* The process industries throughout the world form a common § « Ask senior workers about incidents of the past. They
culture, defined by the kinds of industrial plants that we do not have to be serious explosions, but could be
operate, and the hazards of the materials and processes that process upsets that nearly caused an incident, or process
we use. This culture crosses national boundaries, and there failures that caused a major quality or operational

are dates in our history which we must never forget. Two of problem.
those were remembered in the November and December 2009 | « Document the incidents of the past in a form where

Beacons — November 19, 1984 (Mexico City LPG terminal they can be easily revisited.

fire and explosion) and December 3, 1984 (Bhopal, India * Share these lessons with new people in your plant,
toxic gas release). from the plant janitor to the plant manager, so they all

* “Man seems to insist on ignoring the lessons available from § can learn from them.

history.” — Norman Borlaug, American botanist and 1970 » Use the log of past events during Process Hazard
Nobel Peace Prize recipient for contributions to the world Analyses and other hazard reviews to remind everybody
food supply of what can happen.

* “We live in the present, we dream of the future, but we learn § « Read and share the Beacon to understand incidents
eternal truths from the past.” — Madame Chiang Kai-Shek that have occurred somewhere else, and what you need

to do to make sure they don’t happen to you!

“There is nothing new in the world except the history you do not know.”
— Harry S. Truman, US President
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On behalf of all of the readers of the Beacon in 33 lanquages, CCPS and the CCPS

Process Safety Beacon Committee would like to thank all of our volunteer translators

for their efforts on behalf of process safety throughout the world in 2009. With this

issue of the Beacon, we celebrate 100 issues since November 2001.

All translators are volunteers, and the only compensation that they receive is the knowledge that their efforts are helping
to improve process safety throughout the process industries. Because of their volunteer efforts, CCPS is able to distribute
the Process Safety Beacon in 33 languages as of December 2009. If you know, or meet, any of our translators in the
course of your work, please thank them personally for their work. If you are interested in translating the Beacon into a
language which is not currently available, please contact us at ccps_beacon@aiche.org and we will provide you with

information on the procedure for translation.
Afrikaans: Francois Holtzhausen, Sasol

Arabic: Khalid Walid Haj Ahmed, Alfaisal
University

Brazilian Portuguese: Antonio Lauzana,
Petrobras / Repar

Chinese: LiYiand Zhu Ronghui, Kunming
Cellulose Fibers Co., Ltd

Danish: Ole Raadam, Becht Engineering Co.,
Inc.
Dutch: Marc Brorens, BP Rotterdam Refinery

French: Robert Gauvin, SNC-LAVALIN INC.

NOTE: Robert has provided French translations of all 100 issues of the
Beacon !

German: Dieter Schloesser, Basell; Martin
Fuchs, Chemtura Manufacturing Germany
GmbH; Karl-Fred Woerner Celanese/Ticona
Greek: Vassiliki Moukriotou, Magdalini
Karakitsiou, Anastasios Keramopoulos,
HELLENIC PETROLEUM SA

Gujarati: Mayoor Vaghela, HELPS Safety
Consultant

Hebrew: Reuven Wachs, HSE consultant;
Benny Sagiv, ICL Global; Martin Stone, Bromine
Compounds Ltd.; Boaz Harel, Eilat Ashkelon
Pipeline Co. Ltd.; Yossie Weber, Weber Safety
Engineering Ltd.; Ofer Navot, Intel

Hindi: Rekha Sharma, Chilworth Technology
(Pvt. Ltd)

Hungarian: Maria Molnarne, BAM, Berlin

Indonesian: IIPS (Alvin/Darmawan/Vidya/
Wahyu)

Italian: Cesare Mazzini and Monia Casana,
Unigema

Japanese: Takuya Kotani and colleagues, SCE-
NET

Korean: Hwan Bae, SK Corporation

Malay: Busari Jabar and Amiruddin Bin Abu
Bakar, PETRONAS

Marathi: Shirish Gulawani, Thermax Limited -
Chemical Division

Norwegian: Janne-Kristin Nyquist, Reichhold AS

Persian (Farsi): Mostafa Sadeghpour
National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribution
Company (NIORDC)

Polish: Agnieszka Majchrzak, Ptock, Poland

Portuguese: Nuno Pacheco, Repsol Polimeros
and Helder Figueira, DuPont Safety Resources
Russian: Sergey V. Belyaev, EHS Manager

Spanish: Julio Miranda, P. Eng

Swedish: Iva Rauswall Frisk and Claes Broman,
Borealis AB

Tamil: Varun Bharti, Cholamandalam MS Risk
Services Ltd.

Thai: Surak Sujaritputangoon, HMC Polymers
Co., Ltd., and Donruethai Tantiwaraporn,
Postgraduate Student, Coventry University, UK

Traditional Chinese: S.G.Lin

Turkish: Hasim Sakarya, Dow
Urdu: Rizwan A. Taqi
Vietnamese: Ha Van Truong, BP

Telugu: V.Ravi Kumar, Nagarjuna Fertilizers and
Chemicals Limited



