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The speaker for the February 10 meeting is Robert B. Semple,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Wyandotte Chemicals
Corporation of Wyandotte, Michigan.

\ Mr. Semple received his bachelors and masters degree in chemical
engineering in 1932 and 1933 from MIT. In 1933 he joined Monsanto
Chemical Company in St. Louis as a research chemist, then shortly
became pilot plant group leader and subsequently, pilot plant

manager, responsible for translating laboratory work into actual
manufacturing.

In the late 30's, he was promoted to Monsanto's general staff as
assistant director of general development, was later assigned
field work as manager of petroleum chemical sales and then brought
back to the general staff as director of general development and
as a member of the general company management. In 1949 at the age
of 39, Mr. Semple was elected president and made a member of the
Board of Directors of Wyandotte, a major producer of alkali,
organic chemicals, industrial cleaners and sanitizing compounds.

After 66 years of private ownership, Wyandotte became publicly
owned in 1956. It has expanded appreciably in recent years, with
two sizable chemical plants and an industrial cleaner and sani-
tizing compound plant in Wyandotte, Michigan, where its adminis-
trative, reseaxrch, producticn and marketing headguarters are
located. Two chemical manufacturing plants at Geismar, Louisiana,
were completed in 1958 and 1959, involving an investment of $37
million. The company has industrial cleaner and sanitizing
compound plants at Los Nietos, California and Atlanta, Georgia
and obtains rare earth materials from mines in California,
Mississippi and Kansas.

Mr. Semple's interests in corporate activity encompass general
administration, basic research and development, production,
chemical marketlng and personnel development and training.
is a firm believer in the value of research as ay;antrlbu or to =
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the nation‘s'ﬁLll being and progress and, as the coordinator /]

of Wyandotte's broad activities, he advocates research as / r_;7£é: :
the foundation upon which more manufacturing and greater sales /™ o
and, consequently, larger employment can be built. ;5%{ 7
. q Ys ploy W/;L? /
He lectures at Columbia University's Arden House and the Ameri- =
can Management Association's seminars on management, and is (g1 ol 4
active in civic and cultural affairs of his community. He is : :
a director of the Michigan Consolidated Gas Company, National goty )

Bank of Detroit, Michigan Manufacturers' Association, Economic U
Club of Detroit and a trustee of the Citizens Research Council ‘&oniiv
of Michigan. In .industrial affairs, he is a director of the =
Manufacturing Chemists' Association and a member of ifs executive
committee, and has been active in various projects of the Ameri-

can Chemical Society.

Mr. Semple was born in Missouri August 18, 1910, is married
and has five children.
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MAIL THE ATTACHED RESERVATION
NS

A

CARD, OR CALL:

Bob Opilla \\
POrtsmith 7-1700 :
Extension 553

FOR MULTIPLE RESERVATIONS, PLEASE INDICATE THE NAMES OF ALL
; PARTIES.
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\*’7/ On Saturday *cj
\ % April 9 L
/;'\ the Chicago Section's v

annual
\“‘“‘/‘ Ladies Night

will be held
at the
Acacia Country Club
in :
LaGrange,

from
7200 to 122304
—

Dancing (,//
will begin <~ ey
at
9:30
following a
Smorgasbord
Dinner
and a speaker
on
interior decorating.

Mark your calendar

i“'“”‘““T‘ for this
\E\\h gala affair.




THE HOUSE COMMITTEE . . . At first glance, the House Committee

appears only to compile meeting
reservations and sell dinner tickets.
The work of The House Committee:
starts as far as 1-1/2 years in advance of a meeting. As of now,
meeting places have been reserved through December, 1961.

WHAT DOES IT DO?

A sponsor is then obtained for the social -period preceding the

dinner. Arrangements are made with the caterer for the dinner at

least one month in advance of the meeting date. And finally, the

equipment (projector and screen, PA system, etc.) required for the

business portion of the meeting is taken care of.

In addition to the seven regular meetings and "Ladies Night"

(rescheduled to April 9 to avoid a conflict with Holy Week during

Lent), The House Committee this year is handling the general

arrangements for the one-day symposium to be held at the Palmer

House on Tuesday, February 23. -

The House Committee is composed of the following people:

Chairman: Bob Opila =Corn Products Company @

Cral Beber =Pure 0il Company
Bob Brandquist ~=Corn Products Company
Dale Cook ~Corn Products Company
Bill Egar -Metals and Thermit
Cliff Hickman -Corn Products Company

Maurie Nielsen -National Aluminate

Charlie Steiner-f®meGe -and Company

ot

Around the ]
preregistrat
House. Plez
and his Arre
symposia anc
dinner and

The speakers



THE ONE-DAY SYMPOSIUM

ommittee :

_129 Tat Around the 10th of February, you will receive the final program and .

. il preregistration forms for the February 23 symposium at the Palmer

fee House. Please mail the forms back as soon as possible so Bob Opila

oy and his Arrangements Committee can assure adequate seating for both :

symposia and the dinner. -Registration fee is $3.00 ($1.00 for students}
dinner and cocktails, $5.00. .

the

ner at :
The speakers are:

Yy, the B 5

for the Economics for the Engineer (1 - 5 p.m.)

" 1. W, James Diltz - Senior Partner

during Duff, Anderson and Clark

1

imer . 2. Peter Franz - Vice President and Marketing Super-

visor, Leo Burnett Co., Inc.

3. J. E. Mitchell - Manager, Production Economics,
Dow Chemical - Midland

4. James B. Weaver - Director, Development Appraisal
Department, Atlas Powder Company, .
Wilminoton

Ry

Computer Control for Process Units (1 - 5 p.m.)

s e 6 R, -Hell=< Engineering Department,
E. I, duPont

2. J. M. Madigan - Development Scientist,
B. F. Goodrich

3. V. V. Tivy - Chief Applications Engineer,.
Foxboro Co.

4, K. Russell Knoblock - Manager of Chemical Markets,
Brown Instrument Div., Minn. Honeywell

: (continueq)



ONE-DAY SYMPQSIUM (Cont'd)

Banquet (6:30 p.m.)

Dr. R. C. Gunness, Executive Vice President & Director,
Standard Oil Company (Indiana), "Who Reaps Benefits of
Technical Progress. :
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Our good attendance record continued with
MEETING 121 reported at the December meeting. /

HIGHLIGHTS Speaker was Mr: John R. Sargent, partner, \\\\
Cresap, McCormick & Paget, management S
consultants. He gave a clear, concise

and entertaining talk on "Keys to Effective Marketing in the 1960's, : '\

pointing out the "boom times" of the next decade will also be a ICKhE

period of intense marketing competition. He discussed 14 major

marketing problems that most companies will face to some degree, \\\v//

along with the specific solutions of some companies. These 14

& N TH,

problems are:

Markets Marketing Methods Mkta. Management

1. High degree of 7. Less personal 11. Shortage of
price consciousness. salesmanship. skilled sales~

2. Increased buyer 8. More private brands. men.,
sophistication. 9. High cost of adver- 12. Shortage of

3. Greater demand tising and promotion. sales manage-
for service. 10. Higher Costs of dis=- ment talent.

4. Wide discretion- tribution generally. 13. Increased tempo
ary choices for of new product
consumer, development.

5. Geographic shifts 14, Complexity of
of customers. Gomplete Market-

6. Concentration of market ing Program.

in fewer accounts.
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- Fifteen company presidents and vice-
presidents have been invited as guests
of the Chicago Section to hear Bob

Fa Semple speak at the Feb. 10th meeting.

-~ The next National A.I.Ch.E. meeting

in Chicago will be held December 2 - 5,

1962 at the Conrad Hilton.

- This newsletter doesn't have a name.
““““““ (If you have any thoughts on the sub-

ject, call Hank Thorne, HA 7-8886,
wed with Ext. 8510.)
2ing.

Jfﬁj 4th Annual Engineers Week Dinner
partner, sponsored by the Indiana Society of
ment . Professional Engineers will be held
ncise - Gt 6:30, Feb. 23, 1960 at Teibels
e 1960's, f Restaurant, Schererville, Indiana.
be a » Guest speaker is Dr. R. E. Wilson,
|ajor b formerly Board Chairman, Standard Oil
gree, Co. {Indiana). In the past A.I.Ch.E,
14 Chicago Section was a co-sponsor.

Representation this year should be

light as our one-day symposium is being
ent held the same day.

- of

R - The Chicago Section's individual

member participation, a year ago, in

of the solicitation for funds for the

A new United gngineering Center Building,
o was only an embarrassing 25% of our

“. goal. A resolicitation is planned,

roduci under the guidance of Dr. A. B.

. Wilder of duPont. Interested volun-

g = teers to help with this campaign
; Ok : should contact Dr. Wilder at 1025
*air et= S. Wabash, Chicago, (WA 2-0554).
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ABBOTT LABORATORIES -~ J. R. Coates - Reporter:

W. L. Patrick has assumed the duties of Supervising
Engineer of Area Maintenance and Chairman of the Plant
Maintenance Committee.

AMCCO CHEMICALS CORPORATION - B. L. Johnson - Reporter:

Fred Nieman became the father of a son, Fredric Kyle III,
on January 7, 1960.

ARGONNE NATIONAL LAB. - Ira G. Dillon - Reporter:

On December 7, 1959, W. A. Rodger was installed as Chairman
of the Nuclear Engineering Division of A.I.Ch.E.

CORN PRODUCTS COMPANY - J. W. Almlof - Reporter:

On January 6, 1960, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Schleuter be-
came the proud parents of a baby girl, and on January 7,
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Benes had a baby boy, Ronald Joseph.
Both Glenn and Dick are engineers of the Corn Products
Technical Division.

DAVIDSON-KENNEDY ASSOCIATES - Harry M. Betzig - Reporter:

David Schachter and Roy Lockhart recently joined Davidson-
Kennedy Associates Company in the Chemical Process De-
partment. Dave, who was previously Chief Engineer of
Foreign Operations for Abbott International, and his

fluid Spanish will be welcomed by Ray Carreaga.
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