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 Composting of yard trimmings, food waste, and other MSW organic material. Does not include backyard composting.  
† Includes combustion of MSW in mass burn or refuse-derived fuel form, and combustion with energy recovery of source separated materials in MSW (e.g., 

wood pallets, tire-derived fuel).  
‡ Discards after recovery minus combustion with energy recovery. Discards include combustion without energy recovery.  

(Details might not add to totals due to rounding) 
 
Source: EPA publication: Municipal Solid Waste Generation, Recycling, and Disposal in the United States: Facts and Figures for 2012 
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Some Energy Recovery 
Technologies
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1. Trash decomposes 
(or rots) in landfills, 
creating methane gas.

2. Methane rises to the 
top of the landfill and 
is collected in pipes.

3. The methane is 
burned to produce 
heat or generate 
electricity.
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